
Engaging  
diverse youth  

in Ocean Science 



THE SMITHSONIAN 



How I have engaged youth 

• Squid dissection with Nemo program 
• Battle of the species 
• Expert Is In 
• Gear Up program in Louisiana 
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Strategies to raise awareness of ocean 
issues 

• First, attract with interesting objects, visuals or 
exhibits 
• Start off connecting with peoples values (why 
this matters and what’s at stake) 
• Question based conversations 
• Make it relevant to them 
• Find ways to increase family/group interaction 
• Use stories 
• Focus on solutions 
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Squid dissection 
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Squid dissection 
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Battle of the Species 



Sant Ocean Hall  
Main 

message: 
The ocean is a 
global system 
essential to 
ALL LIFE, 

including yours 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opened in 2008, largest hall in the museum.  Separated into themes: fossil area, biodiversity case, deep ocean, surface zone, shore line, coral reef, arctic and Antarctic, human impacts and global systems



Battle of the species 
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Battle of the species 
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Battle of the species 
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Expert Is In 



Expert Is In 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Able to tell global stories



Expert Is In 
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Expert Is In 
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Gear Up Program 



Gear Up 
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Gear Up 
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Shark Activity 
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Questions? 
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