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 A brief background on Sea Grant and Extension 
 Change is coming…quickly 
  Against this backdrop – a bit about me. 
 Doing more with more – the role of master 

volunteers 
 Texas Master Naturalists 
 Texas Coastal Naturalists 

 “Raising me to the power of we!” 
 Our strengths are your strengths 
 Questions 

 



 I have suggested the establishment of ‘sea-grant colleges' in 
existing universities that wish to develop oceanic work . . . These 
would be modernized parallels of the great developments in 
agriculture and the mechanic arts which were occasioned by the 
Land-Grant Act of about a hundred years ago . . . Establishment of 
the land-grant colleges was one of the best investments this 
nation ever made. That same kind of imagination and foresight 
should be applied to exploitation of the sea." 





County Commissioner’s Court 



 “Extension agents must be people their 
neighbors will listen to and believe in.” 
 
 





 Fisheries 
 Seafood Safety/HACCP 
 Aquaculture 
 Marine Transportation 
 Environmental Quality 
 Emergency 

Management/Safety 
 Aquatic Nuisance 

Species 
 Marine Education 

 

 Ecotourism 
 Habitat Restoration 
 Harmful Algal Blooms 
 Healthy Coastal 

Ecosystems 
 Coastal Resiliency 
 Coastal Community 

Development 
 *Volunteer 

Development 
 
 





A net 630 new 
residents are 
moving to Texas 
every day! 
 

 13.6 million new 
residents by 2030 





















 

 



 Complete an organized training program  
 40 hours of instruction composed of both classroom 

and field experiences. 
 Obtain a minimum of 8 hours of approved advanced 

training. 
 Complete a minimum of 40 hours of chapter approved 

volunteer service. 
 Annual re-certification 

 Minimum of 8 hours of advanced training 
 Minimum of 40 hours of volunteer service in approved 

project activities. 













Hands on field 
experiences 





Restoration 



GISP



Restoration 



Restoration 
 212 TMN Volunteers 
 16,960 hours 
 Reestablished 16-acres 

of prairie 
 Constructed 600’ of 

sand fence 
 GISP reopens  6 ½ 

years ahead of 
schedule 





34 

Specialized training in Red Tide/HABs, Dolphin strandings, 
and Sea Turtle strandings 











 Certification of 75 new 
TMN volunteers (join 
493 active TMNs)  

 TMN volunteers  
contribute 36,752 hours 
(25.8 FTEs), valued at 
$766,280 ($20.85/hr  via 
Independent Sector). 
 



 Transplanted 32,346 
plants 

Development of 8.15 
miles of nature trails 

 Restoration of  >5,000 
acres of habitat. 

 Conducted 567 
educational programs 
for > 19,000 people 
 







 Located in the communities 
and serving the needs of the 
Community 

 Generalist to Specialist 
 Result Demonstrations 
 Provide unbiased 

research-based information 
 If we don’t know, we know 

who does 

 





 Logan Respess 
 L-respess@tamu.edu 
 http://texas-sea-grant.tamu.edu 
 361.790.0103 
 979.845.7526 
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