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UNITED STATES
EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE

A BILL

To provide the necessary anthority to the SBeeretary of Com-

(g —

AUthorizes offshore
aguaculture in ULS.
Exclusive Economic Zone
— 3-200 miles offshore

Responds to U.S.
Commission on Ocean
Policy

Fulfills commitment in the
President’s U.S. Ocean
Action Plan
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(11} SrrE PERMIT—The term “‘site permit”
means an anthorization issued under seetion 4(b) to
use a speeified area of the U5, Exelosive Eeonomie
Zone for a specified period of time for purposes of

offshore aquaculture.

enewable In 5 year increments

JPERATING PEREMIT —The term “‘operating
permit” means an anthorization issued under section
4ie) to raise specified marine species in a specific
offshore aquacnlture facility within the area de-

seribed in an offshore aquacnlture site permit.

(3) It shall be unlawful to engage in offshore
agquaculture exeept in accordanee with the terms of
a wvalid site permit and a wvalid operating permit

issued by the Secretary nunder this Act.
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:.: . ap p I ICantS I'.:'L| he a resident of the United States;

(B} be a corporation, partnership or other

J to U S and non_ (4] An offshore aguacultore permit  holder

P - entity organized and existing under the laws of
S UPECE Lo tErms
) -1 J 5 a State or the United States; or

to the extent required by the Secretary

_-?h?é n d iti O n S 5 re St r i Cti O n S of Commeree by regulation aﬁ;r -:-c-:-l'dinati-:--n

- . - P s s
with the Secretary of State, walve any imimn-

_’:'_T-T_ran Sfe rable nity, and consent to the jurisdiction of the
™y

- United States and its courts, for matters aris-
o R eVO C ab I e ing in relation to such permit and appoint and
maintain agents within the United States who

are anthorized to receive and respond to any

legal process issued in the United States with

respect to sueh permit holder.
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' .,.;Consustency with state
== Coastal management
plans

®' Navigational safety zones

s Fees, bonds

- S. 1195

(d) CRITERIA FOR [S8UING PERMITS. —

(1) The Secretary shall consult as appropriate
with other Federal agencies to ensaure that offshore
agquacnlture for which a permit has been issued
under this section meets the environmental regquire-
ments established under seetion 5(a) and is eompat-
ible with the use of the Exelusive Heonomic Zone for
navigation, fishing, resouree protection, recreation,
national defense {(ineluding military readiness), min-
eral exploration and development, and other aetivi-
ties.

(2) The Seeretary shall consider risks to and
impacts on natural fish stocks, marine ecosystems,

hiological, ehemieal and phy:

features of water

quality, habitat, marine mammals, other forms of

marine life, birds, endangered species, and other fea-

tures of the environment, as identified bv the See-

retary 1 consultation as appl'opnatn- with other Fed-

eral ageneies.
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Erating permits
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(o) COMNSULTATION WITH (THER AGENCIES —The
Secretary shall consult as appropriate with Federal agen-
cies that are anthorized to issue permits within the Kxelu-
sive Heonomie Yone to develop a coordinated and stream-

lined permitting process for offshore aguaculture. The

;r current Submission/review of site and

Dec:lsmn within 120 days of complete

provess shall factor in the needs, requirements, and an-

thorities of each Agency, including the need to consult
with Btate agencies and the requirement for public review

and involvement.
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SVirenmental requirements

SEC. 5. EN’V[RONM]ENT‘AL REQUIREMENTS.

(a) ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS—The See-

retary shall eonsult as appropriate with other Federal \ i{{ﬁbe establ iShed

agencies to identify the environmental requirements appli-

cable to offshore aquaculture under existing laws and reg- th ro u g h ru Ie m aki n g

ulations. The Secretary may establish additional environ-

mental requirements for offshore aquacnliure facilities, if o A 2_year p rO CeSS

deemed necessary, in consultation with appropriate Fed-

eral agencies, coastal States, and the public. Environ- b CO n S u Itati O n Wi th

mental requirements may inelade, but are not limited to,

environmental monitoring, data archiving, and reporting other agencie s and
: stakeholders

the Secretary. The environmental requirements shall con-

sider risks to and impacts on—

(1) natural fish stoels, == Pe rmlt hOIder
(Z2) marine ecosystems, o | reS p O n Si b I e fo r

(3] biological, ehemieal and physical feature =
water quality and habitat, re m OvaI/reStO ratl O n
(4] marine mammals, other forms of marine
life, birds, and endangered species, and
(5) other features of the environment,
as identified by the Seeretary, in consultation as appro-

priate with other Federal agencies.
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{e) ExCLUsion FroM PROVISIONS OF MAGNTISON-
STEVENS FISHERY CONSEREVATION AND MANAGEMENT 3 .

AcT —

(1) Offshore aguaculture condueted in aceord- e EXCI u S I O n fro m M SA
ance with permits issued pursnant to this section 4 d efi n iti O n Of “fi S h i n g 77

is excluded from the definition of “fishing” as that

term is defined in seetion 3(15) of the Magnuson- = But not from

Stevens Fishery Uonservation and Management Act

(16 US 0. 1802015)) restrictions on taking

(2] The Seeretary shall ensure, to the extent

practicable, that offshore agquaculture does not inter-

from wild
fere with conservation and management measures

2 C ltati Ith
promulgated under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery O n S u a I O n WI
Conservation and Management Aet (16 US.C. 1801 fi S h e ry m an ag e m e nt

et sed. ).

(3) The Secretary shall consult with the appro- CO u n Ci IS

priate Regional Fishery Management Couneil under

that Act before issuing a permit. ® Au t h or | ty tO e q u | e

(4) The Seeretary may require permit holders

to track, mark, or otherwise identify fish or other traC ki n g/m arki n g

marine species i the offshore aquaculture facility or

harvested from such facility.
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SEC. 6. RESEARCH :&NII DEVELOPMENT. . S Ci e n t ifi C p rO g ram fo r

{a) I GENERAL—In consultation as appropriate

with other Federal cies, the Secretary is authorized S u Stai n ab I e Offs h O re

to establish an inte; d, multidiseiplinary, scientific re-

=search and development p am to further offshore acgua- te C h n O I O g i eS

culture technolog that are eompatible with the protec-

® Research partnerships

(b} RESEARCH PARTNERSHIFS.—The Secretary is

authorized to condoct research and development in part-

nership with site permit holders.

Aguaculture America 2006




10%TH COMNG =
18T BEIS10N S. 1 1 95

OIHETTPIOVISIONS

ia) IN GENERAL—The Seeretary shall promulgate

such rules and regulations as are neeessarv and appro-

priate to earry out the provisions of this Act. The Sec R u IeS an d reg u Iati O n S

retary may at any time prescribe and amend sach mles

and regulations as the Secretary determines to be nee- = =
B ‘ o Appropriations

essary and proper, and such rules and regulations shall,

as of their effective date, apply to all operations condueted

under permits issued under the provisions of this Aet. M O n Ito r I n g an d

;*]G. : ATTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. e n fO rC e m e n t

There are authorized to be appropriated to the See-

rsueh sums as may be necessary for purposes of ear- S p e C i aI p rOVi S i O n S fo r
rying out the provisions of this Aect. -
OCS facilities
AND RiGETS OF OTHER ENTITIES.— Nothing in this Act

supersede, limit, or modify J ur | S d | Ct| on

if) EFFECT ON JURISDICTION, RESPONSIBILITIES,

shall be eonstrued to displ

or Btate agency, or Indian Tribe or Alaska Native organi-

]

gation, under any Federal law or treaty.
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STAtts of bill . [ i

Commerce, Science, and Transportation

TED STEVENS, Chairman DANIEL INOUYE, Co-Chairman

.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
=8 . Contact: Melanie Alvord w/Senator Stevens at (202) 224-8456

Andy Davis w/Senator Inouye at (202) 224-4546
BRCIIO5 introduced! on
Jljﬁf 8, 2005; sponsored Stevens, Inouye Comment on
enate Commerce ProgreSS on Ocean Issues
nmittee co-chairs,

1':*. - . Stevens (AK) and Senate_ Commerce
e Committee Progress on

.:"T_-.l:i ﬁouye (HI) Ocean Policy in 2005
= & Hearing before Senate
Introduced, hearing planned for

In March March
® Need House sponsors
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- Fiv endments have been proposed
SRRErMIt eligibility (SA766), by Sen. Inouye (HI), Stevens (AK)

E 4\<7|ronmental requirements (SA767), by Sen. Inouye (HI), Stevens
(AK)
_—._u Essels (SA768), by Sen. Snowe (ME), Stevens (AK), Inouye (HI)
o~ State ept-out (SA769), by Sen. Stevens (AK), Inouye (HI)

S dditional studies (SA1727), by Sen. Murkowski (AK)

- -r"—

& " Amendments introduced mainly in response to

= environmental NGOs and fishing industry

s NOAA working to develop position on amendments; will
work with Congress to enact a bill that addresses
concerns of stakeholders

=

Aguaculture America 2006




e 10%tH CONEGRESS
il : 18T BEIS10N S 1 1 95
— e — L]

)
-

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE f
Monday, February 13, 2006

U.S. SECRETARY OF COMMERCE GUTIERREZ
STATEMENT ON THE NATIONAL OFFSHORE
AQUACULTURE ACT

“I am convinced that the United States must explore the potential of
offshore aquaculture to help meet the growing demand for seafood in
this country and to create jobs and economic opportunity for coastal
communities. To support that, we are making the National Offshore
Aquaculture Act of 2005 a priority for this department and this
country. We need to create this opportunity now.”

# # #
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OAA Aquaculture Program Office
(301) 713-9079
WWW.aguaculture.noaa.gov

Library of Congress

(most up-to-date information on status of bill,
amendments, hearing schedule, etc.)

http://thomas.loc.gov
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