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Purpose of the billPurpose of the bill

•• Authorizes offshore Authorizes offshore 
aquaculture in U.S. aquaculture in U.S. 
Exclusive Economic ZoneExclusive Economic Zone
–– 33--200 miles offshore200 miles offshore

•• Responds to U.S. Responds to U.S. 
Commission on Ocean Commission on Ocean 
PolicyPolicy

•• Fulfills commitment in the Fulfills commitment in the 
PresidentPresident’’s U.S. Ocean s U.S. Ocean 
Action PlanAction Plan
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Two new permitsTwo new permits

•• Site permitSite permit
–– 10 years10 years
–– Renewable in 5 year incrementsRenewable in 5 year increments

•• Operating PermitOperating Permit
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Permit featuresPermit features

•• Open to U.S. and nonOpen to U.S. and non--
U.S. applicantsU.S. applicants

•• Subject to terms, Subject to terms, 
conditions, restrictionsconditions, restrictions

•• TransferableTransferable
•• RevocableRevocable
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Permit criteriaPermit criteria
•• Environmental Environmental 

requirementsrequirements
•• Compatibility with other Compatibility with other 

usesuses
•• Environmental risksEnvironmental risks
•• Consistency with state Consistency with state 

coastal management coastal management 
plansplans

•• Navigational safety zonesNavigational safety zones
•• Fees, bondsFees, bonds
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Permit review processPermit review process

•• Coordinated with other agenciesCoordinated with other agencies
•• Concurrent submission/review of site and Concurrent submission/review of site and 

operating permitsoperating permits
•• Decision within 120 days of complete Decision within 120 days of complete 

applicationapplication
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Environmental requirementsEnvironmental requirements
•• Will be established Will be established 

through rulemakingthrough rulemaking
–– A 2A 2--year processyear process
–– Consultation with Consultation with 

other agencies and other agencies and 
stakeholdersstakeholders

–– Permit holder Permit holder 
responsible for responsible for 
removal/restorationremoval/restoration



Aquaculture America 2006Aquaculture America 2006

Aquaculture and Aquaculture and ““fishingfishing””

•• Exclusion from MSA Exclusion from MSA 
definition of definition of ““fishingfishing””
–– But not from But not from 

restrictions on taking restrictions on taking 
from wildfrom wild

•• Consultation with Consultation with 
fishery management  fishery management  
councilscouncils

•• Authority to require Authority to require 
tracking/markingtracking/marking
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Research and developmentResearch and development

•• Scientific program for Scientific program for 
sustainable offshore sustainable offshore 
technologiestechnologies

•• Research partnershipsResearch partnerships
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Other provisionsOther provisions

•• Rules and regulationsRules and regulations
•• AppropriationsAppropriations
•• Monitoring and Monitoring and 

enforcementenforcement
•• Special provisions for Special provisions for 

OCS facilitiesOCS facilities
•• JurisdictionJurisdiction
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Status of billStatus of bill

•• S. 1195 introduced on S. 1195 introduced on 
June 8, 2005; sponsored June 8, 2005; sponsored 
by Senate Commerce by Senate Commerce 
Committee coCommittee co--chairs, chairs, 
Sen. Stevens (AK) and Sen. Stevens (AK) and 
Inouye (HI)Inouye (HI)

•• Hearing before Senate Hearing before Senate 
Commerce Subcommittee Commerce Subcommittee 
in Marchin March

•• Need House sponsorsNeed House sponsors

Stevens, Inouye Comment on 
Progress on Ocean Issues

Senate Commerce 
Committee Progress on 
Ocean Policy in 2005

S. 1195, Offshore Aquaculture –
Introduced, hearing planned for 
March 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Melanie Alvord w/Senator Stevens at (202) 224-8456
Andy Davis w/Senator Inouye at (202) 224-4546
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Proposed amendmentsProposed amendments

•• Five amendments have been proposed:Five amendments have been proposed:
–– Permit eligibility (SA766), by Sen. Inouye (HI), Stevens (AK)Permit eligibility (SA766), by Sen. Inouye (HI), Stevens (AK)
–– Environmental requirements (SA767), by Sen. Inouye (HI), StevensEnvironmental requirements (SA767), by Sen. Inouye (HI), Stevens

(AK)(AK)
–– Vessels (SA768), by Sen. Vessels (SA768), by Sen. SnoweSnowe (ME), Stevens (AK), Inouye (HI)(ME), Stevens (AK), Inouye (HI)
–– State optState opt--out (SA769), by Sen. Stevens (AK), Inouye (HI) out (SA769), by Sen. Stevens (AK), Inouye (HI) 
–– Additional studies (SA1727), by Sen. Murkowski (AK)Additional studies (SA1727), by Sen. Murkowski (AK)

•• Amendments introduced mainly in response to Amendments introduced mainly in response to 
environmental NGOs and fishing industryenvironmental NGOs and fishing industry

•• NOAA working to develop position on amendments; will NOAA working to develop position on amendments; will 
work with Congress to enact a bill that addresses work with Congress to enact a bill that addresses 
concerns of stakeholdersconcerns of stakeholders
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, February 13, 2006

U.S. SECRETARY OF COMMERCE GUTIERREZ 
STATEMENT ON THE NATIONAL OFFSHORE 

AQUACULTURE ACT

“I am convinced that the United States must explore the potential of 
offshore aquaculture to help meet the growing demand for seafood in 
this country and to create jobs and economic opportunity for coastal 
communities. To support that, we are making the National Offshore 

Aquaculture Act of 2005 a priority for this department and this 
country. We need to create this opportunity now.”

# # #
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For more informationFor more information

NOAA Aquaculture Program OfficeNOAA Aquaculture Program Office
(301) 713(301) 713--90799079

www.aquaculture.noaa.govwww.aquaculture.noaa.gov

Library of CongressLibrary of Congress
(most up(most up--toto--date information on status of bill, date information on status of bill, 

amendments, hearing schedule, etc.)amendments, hearing schedule, etc.)

http://http://thomas.loc.govthomas.loc.gov


