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Overview 



Climate Change 

Food Security 

Health 

Energy 

Water 

Biodiversity  

Conflicts 

Disasters 

Education 

Gender 

Democracy 

Governance 

Environment 

Agriculture 

USAID has Missions in over 100 developing countries 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USAID is part of the State department, we work in over 100 countries around the world. USAID takes a multi-sectoral approach to development including work in: Education, Health, Gender, Economic growth, Agriculture, Climate Change, Democracy and Governance.  The bureau of Global Health is the largest bureau at USAID

USAID is an independent agency that furthers U.S. foreign policy by promoting broad-scale human progress at the same time it expands stable, free societies, creates markets and trade partners for the United States, and fosters good will abroad.

TALK About what Missions do on this slide
 



       

WE CAN 
END 
EXTREME 
POVERTY 

For the first time in history, 
we have the tools, 
technologies, and 
approaches to end 
extreme poverty and its 
most devastating 
consequences -- including 
widespread hunger and 
preventable child death -- 
in the next two decades. 
 





TWO PART  
MISSION  
OF THE LAB 

▪ To produce breakthrough 
development innovations 

▪ To accelerate the transformation  
of the U.S. development enterprise to 
impact millions of people 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Lab was launched in April 2014 to:

Produce Breakthrough Development Innovations:  We support USAID Missions and Bureaus to source, test, and scale solutions to improve the lives of those living in extreme poverty. 

Accelerate the Transformation of the U.S. Development Enterprise: 
We work to advance approaches that leverage the capabilities and resources of the full diversity of stakeholders who are engaged in global problem solving. 
We help USAID partners use data and evidence to drive decision making. 
We seek to harness scientific and innovative approaches to solve problems. 
We pursue innovative approaches to investing and partnering – including new forms of public-private partnerships and multi-stakeholder alliances, open innovation platforms, prizes and grand challenges, and pay-for-performance.




Office of the Executive 
Director 

Center for 
Development 

Research (CDR) 
 
 

SCIENCE   

Center for 
Development 

Innovation (CDI)  
 
 

INNOVATION  

Center for Digital 
Development (CDD) 

 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY 

Center Agency 
Integration (CAI) 

 
 

AGENCY 
INTEGRATION 

Center for 
Transformational 

Partnerships (CTP) 
 
 

PARTNERSHIPS 

Evaluation and 
Impact Assessment   

Engagement and 
Communications 

Chief Scientist and Science Advisor to the Administrator,  
Dr. Caroly Schumway 

RESEARCH Higher ED 

• PEER 
• Research 

Policy 
• Ecosystems 

• HESN 



PEER is a 10  year Cooperative Agreement between USAID and The 
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine with a 
$10 0  million ceiling to support local scientists partnering with USG 
researchers 
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US Federal Science Agencies 
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LEVERAGING RESEARCH PARTNERS  

  

Private Sector 
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THE PEER MODEL  
 

Successful applicant 
collaborates with US 

government-supported 
researcher 

PEER applicant 
applies to PEER for 
USAID support to 

facilitate collaboration 

U.S. government 
supported researcher and  

PEER applicant form 
collaboration based on 

complementary interests Eligible U.S. government-
supported researcher 

Eligible PEER 
applicant 

Eligible U.S. government-
supported researcher 

collaborates with 
successful PEER applicant 

Collaborative research addresses local and global development 
challenges through outstanding science 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s a diagram showing how PEER works. The blue figure is a researcher receiving funding from a U.S. Government-supported agency, and the red figure is a developing country researcher applying to PEER. The two form a partnership and the red figure applies to PEER. If the project receives PEER funding, the two collaborate on a project of mutual interest and benefit.



Year 1  
 
OPEN 
Indonesia 
Lebanon 
Philippines/Bio 

Year 2 
(PEER Science 
2, 
PEER Health 1) 
 
OPEN 
Indonesia 
Philippines 
Biodiversity MENA 
Water 
RDMA -Mekong 
Maldives CC 
Brazil Biodiversity 
Child Health 
Indonesia Health 

Year 3 
(PEER Science 3,  
PEER Health 2) 
 
OPEN 
Indonesia 
Philippines/Biodiversity 
MENA Water 
RDMA Biodiversity 
Maldives Climate 
Change 
Brazil Biodiversity 
India Forestry  
Power Africa 
Indonesia  
MNCH/tobacco 
Philippines TB /tobacco 

Year 4 
 
OPEN 
Global Water 
Maldives CC 
Central Asia Water 
SERVIR 
WASH 
Brazil Biodiversity 
India Forestry 
Indonesia 
Kenya CWT 

Year 5 
 
OPEN 
Health Implementation Central Asia 
Water  
SERVIR  
MENA Infectious Disease 
Planet NI Renewable Energy 
RDMA Fish South China Sea 
RDMA Fish Sulu-Sulawesi Seas 
Brazil Biodiversity 
India GE 
Indonesia 
South Africa  
Tunisia 
Vietnam Biodiversity 

PEER Focus Areas by Year 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Increased # of Focus Areas
Have moved from more Open to more directed research
Decrease in # of eligible countries
Increasing emphasis on application

Most Focus areas, Most applications, Most OUs

Year 1 (Science 1, PIRE)
Open
Indonesia
Lebanon
Philippines Biodiversity and Resource Management
PIRE (This PIRE competition will focus exclusively on the NSF-wide investment area of Science, Engineering, and Education for Sustainability (SEES). The SEES effort focuses on interdisciplinary topics that will advance sustainability science, engineering and education as an integrative approach to the challenges of adapting to environmental, social and cultural changes associated with growth and development of human populations, and attaining a sustainable energy future.”)
 
Year 2 (Science 2, Health 1)
Open
Indonesia
Philippines Biodiversity and Clean Energy
MENA Water
RDMA Biodiversity in the Mekong
Maldives Climate Change
Brazil Biodiversity
Child Health
Indonesia Health
 
Year 3 (Science 3, Health 2)
Open
Indonesia
Philippines Biodiversity
MENA Water
RDMA Biodiversity Networks and Natural Resource Management
Maldives Climate Change
Brazil Biodiversity
India Forestry and Biodiversity
Power Africa
Indonesia MNCH/tobacco Health
Philippines TB Children/tobacco Health
 
Year 4
Open
Global Water Resources
Maldives Climate Change
Central Asia Water
SERVIR
WASH
Brazil Biodiversity
India Forestry
Indonesia
Kenya CWT
 
Year 5
Open
Health Implementation Science
Central and South Central Asia / Transboundary Water Research
SERVIR Climate Change Resilience
MENA Infectious Disease
Planet NI Renewable Energy and Microgrids
RDMA Fish South China Sea
RDMA Fish Sulu-Sulawesi Seas
Brazil Biodiversity
India GE
Indonesia
South Africa WASH/ Green Growth
Tunisia
Vietnam Biodiversity
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PEER by the NUMBERS  
 

OVER 2500  
applications to PEER 

over 5 years  

250+ PROJECTS 
50 COUNTRIES 

 PEER projects supported 
with nearly $50M USAID 

funds 

$ 400 MILLION 
 Partner Resources 
leveraged by PEER 

OVER 4000  
students supported by 

PEER grants 

25%  
Female-led PEER projects 



–Environmental Contaminants (open to all countries) 

–Digital Development for Feed the Future (multiple countries) 

–Indonesia - Multiple Research Fields 

–Madagascar - Biodiversity Friendly, Climate Resilient Human Development 

–South Africa - Multiple Research Fields 

–Rapid Assessment of Tuna Fish Stocks in the South China and Sulu-Sulawesi 
Seas (multiple countries)  

–Assessment of Fish Natural History in the Lower Mekong Basin (multiple 
countries) 

–Bangladesh - Climate Change  

– Haiti-  Education 

–Iraq- Water Resources and Environmental Impact 
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Cycle 6 Focus Areas 
PEER  
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IMPORTANT DATES  
 PEER Cycle 6 

October 7, 2016 PEER solicitation posted on National 
Academies website 

January 13, 2017 Pre-proposals due to National Academies 

February 28, 2017 Selected applicants are invited by National 
Academies to submit a full proposal, all others 

are notified of declination 

April 17, 2017 Full proposals due to National Academies 

Early August 2017 PEER awardees announced 
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• 2 million tons of human, 
industrial, and agricultural 
waste dumped daily 

• 1/ 10  deaths worldwide are 
attributed to air pollution 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTAMINATION  
GLOBAL 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Environmental contamination of air, water, and land is a serious global challenge. One-tenth of all deaths worldwide are attributable to air pollution; 2 million tons of human, industrial, and agricultural waste are dumped into the world’s surface water daily; 59% of the world’s municipal solid waste is disposed in landfills.

PEER is seeking to support research projects focused on understanding environmental contaminants from various sources such as conflict, industrialization, urbanization, and agricultural activity and their impacts on people, the environment, and economies. Environmental contaminants may occur in water, soil, air, and food; they include, but are not limited to:
Metals such as lead, chromium, arsenic, cadmium, and mercury
Byproducts of mining operations and smelting, oil and natural gas extraction, oil refining, coal power generation, and chemical or industrial manufacturing
Human and urban pollutants, such as untreated sewage, garbage, landfills, and electronic waste
Agricultural pollutants such as fertilizer and pesticide runoff and animal wastes
Gaseous pollutants and particulates
Remnants of conflict such as buried explosives, residue from biological or chemical weapons, and other discarded munitions
PEER encourages proposals that connect their research with public health implications. Projects of interest include those focused on detecting, recycling, or reducing emission of these contaminants. Research that investigates methods of waste cleanup and recycling that could generate local income, improve agriculture, or produce clean energy are especially encouraged. Interdisciplinary research teams that are able to contribute to multiple levels and aspects of the research question(s) and that can ultimately contribute to local, community, and/or national policy changes are highly encouraged to apply.

PEER will accept proposals that incorporate novel research methods and study design, such as crowdsourcing or other citizen-science approaches. PEER will also accept social science projects that investigate the effects of environmental contamination and remediation on disenfranchised, minority, refugee, or displaced peoples or the possibilities for human behavior change. Innovative projects that look at the use of forests, oceans, wetlands, and other natural sources of absorbing and decontaminating waste will also be considered. Projects that field test novel techniques or technologies for contaminant detection, recycling, or prevention are encouraged if they are designed to help understand or remedy the effects of contamination on people, environments, or economies.



ASIA 
• Afghanistan 
• Bangladesh 
• Burma 
• Cambodia 
• India 
• Indonesia 
• Kazakhstan 
• Kyrgyz Republic 
• Laos  
• Nepal 
• Pakistan 
• Philippines 
• Sri Lanka 
• Tajikistan 
• Thailand 
• Turkmenistan 
• Uzbekistan 
• Vietnam 
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PEER ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES 
MIDDLE EAST 

• Egypt 
• Iraq 
• Jordan 
• Lebanon 
• Morocco 
• Tunisia 
• West Bank/ Gaza 

 
EUROPE AND EURASIA 

• Albania 
• Armenia 
• Azerbaijan 
• Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 
• Georgia 
• Kosovo 
• Macedonia 
• Moldova 
• Serbia 

 

LATIN AMERICA AND 
CARIBBEAN 

• Brazil 
• Colombia 
• Dominican 

Republic 
• El Salvador 
• Guatemala 
• Haiti 
• Honduras 
• Jamaica 
• Mexico 
• Nicaragua 
• Peru 

 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
• Angola 
• Benin 
• Botswana 
• Ethiopia 
• Ghana 
• Guinea 
• Kenya 
• Liberia 
• Madagascar 
• Malawi 
• Mali 
• Mozambique 
• Namibia 
• Nigeria 
• Rwanda 
• Senegal 
• Sierra Leone 
• South Africa 
• Tanzania 
• Uganda 
• Zambia 
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DIGITIZING FEED THE FUTURE 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
With a clear focus on fighting poverty, hunger and undernutrition, President Obama launched a global food security initiative called Feed the Future. Building on the standard set by the African Union when its members committed to develop comprehensive food security plans, and working alongside thousands of partners from the private sector, civil society, and local leaders, Feed the Future pioneered a new model of development—one grounded in country leadership, policy reforms, cutting-edge measurement and evidence, and a relentless focus on delivering real results.

Digital Development for Feed the Future (D2FTF) is a three-year collaboration between the Global Development Lab and the Bureau for Food Security within USAID, with the broad goals of increasing the integration of digital technologies across Feed the Future activities to help accelerate its top level goals of increased agricultural productivity and improved nutrition for women and children.

In alignment with D2FTF goals, the PEER Program is committed to filling gaps in research in Feed the Future countries. The PEER program is interested in supporting projects that contribute to improved uses of digital technologies for agricultural development. Specifically, projects that use digital solutions to:

Increase linkages along the agricultural value chain, including
Increasing the transmission of relevant agricultural information to end users such as farmers and/or agricultural extension workers in near real-time
Creating products that can be used by multiple actors along the value chain on interoperable, integrated platforms
Enable individuals, households, communities, and systems to recover from agriculture-related stresses and to absorb shocks more effectively
Catalyze and scale Feed The Future Innovation Lab products, digitally, to reach a larger number of people and communities effectively and sustainably
Increase the sustainability of existing and/or proven digital solutions for agricultural use
Demonstrate the value of incorporating digital tools and technologies (including mobile money, digital financial services, mobile-enabled extension information delivery, and real-time data collection and analysis) into agricultural production 
Demonstrate the role of mobile money and digital financial services (transactions, savings, credit and insurance, for example), in driving financial inclusion as a component of greater agricultural productivity and enhanced livelihoods for smallholder farmers and their families
Research projects that incorporate the use of big data, elements of digitally-enabled precision agriculture, and/or GIS or remote sensing-based products are highly encouraged to apply. Innovative approaches using crowdsourced data or citizen science approaches will also be of interest. Applicants are encouraged to reach out to U.S.-based researchers associated with a Feed the Future Innovation Lab working in the country where the proposed PEER project will take place. Information on Feed The Future Innovations Labs, including the countries they partner with, can be found at the following web address:
(https://feedthefuture.gov/lp/feed-future-innovation-labs).
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INDONESIA 

• Biodiversity 
• Education 
• Wildlife Trafficking 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PEER is seeking research projects that support the goals and objectives of USAID/Indonesia as outlined in the Mission’s Country Development Cooperation Strategy (CDCS; http://www.usaid.gov/indonesia/cdcs). Principal investigators have the opportunity to apply for PEER funds if their research supports one of the following three priority areas for USAID/Indonesia:

Education: USAID/ Indonesia is interested in supporting research into methodologies of STEM education at both secondary and university levels. Special interest in strengthening teaching methods and curricula in statistics, the scientific method, research methods, generation of knowledge, methods of inquiry, and evidence-based decision making. Education proposals that involve the application of the scientific method to non-research contexts and evidence-based decision making are also encouraged.

Biodiversity conservation: USAID/Indonesia is interested in supporting policy-relevant research that seeks to better understand causes and consequences of the loss of biodiversity in both marine and terrestrial environments, including understanding the root causes of deforestation, species decline, overfishing, and wildlife trafficking in Indonesia. Biodiversity proposals that complement USAID’s flagship forestry and marine projects, Lestari (http://www.lestari-indonesia.org/id/) and Sustainable Ecosystems Advanced Project (SEA), will be prioritized.

Wildlife trafficking policy: USAID/Indonesia is interested in supporting research that could produce evidence to better inform wildlife trafficking policy. Examples include research which leads to: a better understanding of the viability of wild populations of the most trafficked species; technology development to detect and combat trafficking; ecosystem services linked to trafficked species; and the economics or sociology of wildlife trafficking.




• Climate-smart agriculture  
• Natural resource management  
• Optimizing climate change adaptation  
• Biodiversity conservation  
• Economic valuation of ecosystems 
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• Low Emissions Development/  Green Growth 

• Water Security, Supply and Sanitation 

• Wildlife Trafficking 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA 

U
SA

ID
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USAID/Southern Africa and DST are pleased to announce they have partnered for the 2016 PEER call to support research proposals in the focus areas of Low Emissions Development (LED)/Green Growth and Water Security, Supply, and Sanitation. Additionally, USAID/Southern Africa is also interested in supporting research focusing on Countering Wildlife Crime (CWC).

Low Emissions Development (LED)/Green Growth: projects will support innovative approaches to advancing low emissions development strategies in transport, waste, energy, energy efficiency and other sectors; support the development of smart cities and low emissions development at the municipal scale.
Water Security, Supply and Sanitation: projects will expand access to sustainable water supply, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services, with a focus on low-cost technologies that are locally managed, energy-neutral, use renewable energy, and generate recyclable or environmentally benign waste streams; and/or promote water security that supports access to an appropriate quantity and quality of water to ensure human security, sustainable ecosystem goods and services, and sustainable management of water-related risks.
Countering Wildlife Crime (CWC): projects will strengthen biological management, law enforcement, legal systems and prosecution capacity with the ultimate aim of promoting wildlife conservation and combating wildlife poaching and trafficking to preserve the region’s natural biodiversity.
All research proposals should support the goals of USAID/Southern Africa as outlined in the Southern Africa Country Development Cooperation Strategy, relate to the Mission’s current environment portfolio, and support the goals of the South Africa National Development Plan and the National Water Resource Strategy focused specifically on WASH or LED/Green Growth.

Additional relevant documents include:
South Africa's Water Research, Development, and Innovation (RDI) Roadmap: 2015-2025 (available through www.wrc.co.za);
USAID’s Water and Development Strategy: 2013-2018 (available through www.usaid.gov); and
The U.S. National Strategy for Combating Wildlife Trafficking (available through www.whitehouse.gov).



Eligible Countries: 
• Burma 
• Cambodia 
• Indonesia 
• Laos 
• Malaysia* 
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SOUTH-EAST ASIA 
RAPID ASSESSMENT OF TUNA FISH STOCKS IN THE 
SOUTH CHINA AND SULU-SULAWESI SEAS 
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• The Philippines 
• Thailand 
• Vietnam 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USAID’s Regional Development Mission for Asia (RDMA) and the U.S. Mission to ASEAN (USASEAN) have identified over-harvesting, including illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing, as a leading threat to marine biodiversity and sustainable fisheries in Southeast Asia. Overharvesting and IUU fishing are leading to declines in abundance, size, biodiversity, and distribution of economically important marine species such as tuna, grouper, snapper, mackerel, and coral reef fishes. These declining fisheries remain fundamental to the food security and livelihoods of Southeast Asian people. Understanding the state of marine resource availability is necessary for sustainably managing fisheries, thereby protect biodiversity and reverse the decline of local fisheries.

The USAID Oceans and Fisheries Partnership (USAID Oceans) is a regional program designed to protect marine biodiversity in the Asia-Pacific region by combating illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing and by enhancing sustainable fisheries management. To do this, USAID Oceans is first developing and implementing a fisheries catch documentation and traceability (CDT) system that will enable the reporting and tracking of seafood from point of catch to market entry. Use of this geo-located catch data in the updating of fisheries management plans will enable more robust assessments and predictions of fishing impact than are currently possible. Since the USAID Oceans CDT system will be piloted on tuna in both the South China Sea and Sulu-Sulawesi Sea, baseline data on tuna abundance in these areas are needed and are critical for understanding the current state of these particular fisheries resources.

Through PEER, USAID/RDMA will support research projects that generate strong evidence on tuna fish stocks of the South China Sea and/or the Sulu-Sulawesi Sea. Rapid and innovative approaches to fish stock assessment are encouraged, but must also be somehow tested or “ground-truthed.” Applicants should propose robust analytical approaches and should, at a minimum, target the most critical fish stock information gap of abundance.

Regional collaborations among institutions in at least two of the eligible countries are strongly encouraged in order to build a stronger knowledge base and inform decision-making in the region. Proposals should therefore have plans to encourage the uptake of information produced through the PEER activity, particularly through other relevant regional and bilateral USAID activities, such as the Oceans and Fisheries Partnership, and/or existing regional institutions. This research is of high priority for ASEAN members and supports the goals of USAID and USASEAN.
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SOUTH-EAST ASIA 
ASSESSMENT OF FISH 
NATURAL HISTORY IN 
THE LOWER MEKONG 
BASIN 

Eligible Countries: 
• Burma 
• Cambodia 
• Indonesia 
• Laos 
• Malaysia* 
• The Philippines 
• Thailand 
• Vietnam 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Mekong River has the world's highest fish diversity after the Amazon River. Leaving China, the river flows through the Lower Mekong Subregion, an area comprised of five Southeast Asian countries covering 1.94 million square kilometers with a combined population of approximately 238 million people. Annual fish production in the Lower Mekong Basin (LMB; Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam) accounts for approximately 4 million tons of biomass, or 20% of the world's inland fish production—the highest in the world. Long distance, transboundary migratory fish (so-called white fish) account for more than one-third of the LMB fish species captured and fish production by weight. Current plans for hydropower dams in the LMB will disrupt the Mekong’s major fisheries and may result in degraded biodiversity, food security, and local economies.

USAID/RDMA has two programs to address the environmental impact of hydropower dams in the LMB: the Climate Resilient Mekong (CRM) program and Smart Infrastructure for the Mekong (SIM). CRM helps Lower Mekong countries study the potential effects of dam construction and identify ways to mitigate impacts on the Mekong River system. USAID’s primary partner for this program is the Natural Heritage Institute (NHI). SIM provides Lower Mekong partner governments with technical assistance from U.S. government scientists and engineers to mitigate the negative social and environmental consequences of infrastructure projects such as hydropower dams. USAID’s primary partners for this program are the U.S. Department of Interior, U.S. Department of Energy, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Through PEER, USAID/RDMA would like to support research proposals that will generate critical information on the behavior, function, ecology, migration, reproductive strategies, and genetics of economically important fish in the LMB. Proposed PEER projects should help provide data to assess the impact of hydropower dams (in combination with climate change) on capture fisheries in the Tonle Sap, the Mekong Delta, the 3S rivers (Sesan, Sre Pok, and Sekong rivers), or other parts of the LMB.

Regional collaborations among institutions in at least two of the eligible countries are strongly encouraged in order to build a stronger knowledge base and inform decision-making in the region. Proposals should therefore have plans to encourage the uptake of information produced through the PEER activity, particularly through other relevant regional and bilateral USAID activities, such as CRM and SIM.
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BANGLADESH 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bangladesh is one of the countries most at risk to the effects of climate change. The majority of the country is less than 20 feet above sea level, and rising water levels will destroy more cultivated land in Bangladesh than any other country in the world. The country is also experiencing an increase in extreme weather events such as floods, droughts, and tropical storms, which further erode land resources, degrading food security and other basic services. USAID is working to improve Bangladesh’s ability to respond to climate change and to mitigate the effects of climate change on the country’s most vulnerable populations.

PEER is seeking to support applied environmental research in order to fill knowledge gaps in the understanding of environmental sustainability in Bangladesh. Proposed research projects must explicitly respond to, address, and inform opportunities for Bangladesh to increase the country’s climate resiliency.

Research areas may include, but are not limited to:
Management of natural resources with a focus on conserving or increasing biodiversity
Research on ecosystem change in climate sensitive regions
Establishment of meteorological or ecosystem baselines for climate analysis
Vulnerable landscapes analysis using GIS, GeoCoding, and/or LIDAR
Deforestation and tree cover analysis
Riverine island (char) landscape management
Water table fluctuations and waterlogging
Improvement of the ability for agriculture to adapt to increased salinity or extreme weather
Analysis of the effects of climate change on vulnerable and displaced peoples
Human behavior change to improve community resilience to environmental changes

Proposals are additionally encouraged to address gender, transboundary, and/or geo-political analysis. Interdisciplinary research teams that are able to integrate multiple research areas or that can ultimately contribute to local, community, and/or national policy changes are highly encouraged to apply. Applicants are encouraged to read and address Bangladesh’s development priorities as outlined in their Country Development Cooperation Strategy.
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HAITI 
EDUCATION 
• Children and youth with disabilities 
• Language of instruction and 

effective learning 
• Study on teachers’ practices in 

educational settings 
• Effectiveness of school feeding for 

improved academic outcomes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PEER is seeking to support research that contributes to several topics around education and educational practices in Haiti. USAID/Haiti would like data for decision making around the following topics:

Children and youth with disabilities

There is a need to expand research about youth with disabilities (including but not limited to visual, hearing, and cognitive disabilities) in Haiti. USAID/Haiti would like to use data to make decisions on the design of future educational activities to increase educational access to youth (4-18 years of age) with disabilities. Some particular research topics of interest include:
A diagnostic on the predominant types and demographics of disabilities represented in the Haitian youth of public school age (preschool, fundamental and secondary), along with an overview of current practices to address special educational needs by the Haitian education system (both public and private efforts). This should include an overview of the representation, integration, and access of students with disabilities in both mainstream and specialized education.
A survey of available best practices from around the developing world related to increasing access of children and youth with disabilities to quality education. This could include an overview of educational policies, resources, and services that support quality educational access in Haiti for children and youth with disabilities.

Language of instruction and effective learning

Learning in the country’s mother tongue, Haitian Creole, was formally introduced to public schools in 1982 and has recently been promoted as the primary initial language of instruction, with eventual transition to French instruction at later levels. USAID/Haiti would like information and analyses, within the Haitian context, focused on current practices in language of instruction in the primary grades, throughout Haiti. Research projects should also include examinations of the effectiveness of using Haitian Creole vs. French as the primary language of instruction at different levels and approaches for effective uses and transitions of language of instruction. In addition, USAID/Haiti would like to understand how to transfer knowledge that children have obtained through Creole learning in order to help learn French, of which instruction begins in Grade 2. For example, how could Grade 2 French instructional materials be developed, taking into account prior knowledge of Creole?

Study on teachers’ practices in educational settings

The Inter-American Development Bank’s 2010 Haiti Country Strategy states that between 70 and 80 percent of teachers lack accreditation and one-quarter have an educational level less than the ninth grade. Evidence-based teaching practices are limited; many teachers have not mastered the competencies they are expected to teach; classroom management and disciplinary techniques are anachronistic; and the curriculum is outdated and often overlooked in practice. USAID/Haiti would like data for decision making pertaining to:
Understanding teachers’ practices in classrooms, outside the classroom communication and coordination with parents, school directors, and local officials;
Analysis of curricula and teaching approaches;
Practices for managing non-traditional students in the classroom; and
Diagnostic of the types of teaching degrees available as well as the degrees held by teachers currently teaching children and youth with disabilities.

Effectiveness of school feeding for improved academic outcomes

It has been shown in other country contexts that school feeding programs can have a positive outcome on academic outcomes. Ongoing efforts by the Government of Haiti, USAID, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and others have been made for school feeding programs in Haiti. USAID/Haiti would like to have information on school feeding practices to in order to better understand nutrition and its effect on academic outcomes in the Haitian context. USAID/Haiti and PEER are particularly interested in the following:
A survey of available best practices from around the developing world related to the effect of school feeding programs on academic outcomes; and
An overview of school feeding programs ongoing in Haiti, with comparative analysis of inputs, processes, and where available, outcomes.
Research projects that can address one or more of the above priority areas are highly encouraged to apply.
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