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The Charts of the Coast Survey

“Maps are made to be 
looked at, 
charts are made to be 
worked on”.



The Survey of the Coast

1807: “that the president 
is hereby authorized… 
to cause a survey to be 
taken of the coasts…to 
cause proper and 
intelligent persons to be 
employed…
Ferdinand Hassler
(1770-1843) 



In the Beginning…

































The Survey Goes West















T-Sheet 313 vs. Chart 614













“And then the War came”.



























In the Electrotype Laboratory









































Special Instructions, 1888

“Special attention is called to the nomenclature of 
all points named, especially Indian names.  
Where the orthography is doubtful, care should 
be taken to obtain the best authority for the 
name and spelling used, that confusion and 
correction upon our printed charts may be 
avoided and the charts themselves may become 
the best future historical authority”.





KohKlux’ T-Sheet No. 2268































“And then the War came”.
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